ns AND 


TRE SEVERAL 


BA prist CHURCHES 


OF THE Wee 


he 


Assembled at Leicester May 27, 28, 29, 1806, 


by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chritt ; efficacious grace in regeneration; the 


ment» the eternal happihefs of the righteous 4 and éyerlaiting mifery of fach as 
die impenitent 3 With the congregational order of the churthes, inviclably: 


To the feveril Oburches they ar'from thy Barve 
Meeting at | nd Swanwick, Derbythire; 


rent, \Sheap ead, 

spon, algrave, ttcring’y 
orthdmptonthire; and 


Nottingham ice}: Burton- 
_ in-the-Elms, Arnfoy,, and 
Lincolathire; Greton, Ciipflone, Guilfborough 
Moulton, Road, Buglr wk; and Northampton, 


might. enjoy a. happy interviews. bave been. graciouliy:. 


Ic is true,sbat our numbers: have been confiderably.diminithed, . 


in the laft year by death: Ic-is,alfe true that the whole deno- 
mination, and we:may fay the church of Chrift in.geseral, bas; 
_ fuftained a lofs in the death of one of its.mof eminent minis. 
however a confolation that our brethren. who have 


Mae pastor of the church in Litile Prescot-street, Landon: 


_ ay J. w. MORRIS, 


the iniportant doétrines ‘of three equal perfons ih the 
and perfonal eleétion ; original fin; patricular redemiption free juRificas 


perfeverance of real believers; the refurreétion of the dead; the futute judg- 


.. We. do not.remember an. afleciation, which, upom 
the whole, . was more pleafant, and. we truit more profitable 
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their own fopls, and ia the world around them. was not the 


been rempved have finifhed their courfe with honour, and in 
fome inftances with joy. And while God hath diminifhed us’ 
on one hand he hath increafed us on the other : feveral of the 
churches ‘have had large additions.; and-two new ones have 
been raifed, and provided with paftors, both which, on appli- 
cation, have been received into this aflociation. Upon the 
whole, we may fay of this meeting, as is faid of avother, 


Having feen the brethren, we thanted God, and took courage. 


The fubject to which we on this occafion would call your ; 
attention ts the affiflance which you may afford us in promoting the 


intereft of Chrift. 


»* ‘The miniftry to which God by your election bath called us 
forms a diftinguifhed part of the gofpel difpenfation. Divine 
inftruction was communicated under the old teftament, and. an — 
* order of men appointed of God for the purpofe ; but their work © 
ean fcarcely be denominated preaching. They foretold the good | 
news: but itis for us to proclaim it. The poor having the - 
goipel préached to them is alleged in proof that the Meffiah - 
was come, and that they were not to look for another. 
. The very exiftence of chriftian churches is in fubferviency — 
to the preaching of the gofpel; or they would not have been © 
detcribed “* golden candlefticks,” the ufe of which is'to im-— 
part light to thofe around them. We fpeak not thus, brethren, — 
ito magnify\ourfelves. There is an important difference between _ 
chriftian mjnifters and the chriftian miniftry. The former we © 
are ready to acknowledge, exift for your fakes. ‘* Whether | 
Paul, Apollos, or Cephas—all are yours :” but the latter, as — 
being the chofen mean of extending the Redeemer’s kingdom, | 
is that for which both we and you exift. ‘ Ye are Chrift’s, | 


and Chrift is God’s.” 


“Thefe confiderations will enable us to account for the joy 


which the apoftle exprefled in ** Chrift’s being preached,” eveu 


oreven frem the moit fufpicious motives. “But though God 


may cadfe hjs truth to triumph wherever, and by 
fith it willingly 


taught yet ic fhould be our concert to pu 
anid to the beit advantage. 


2 The primitive churches were not’ meré’ aflemblies of ‘men 


who agreed to meet together once or twice a week, and to fub- 
fertbe tor i 
thofe occafi 


formed mo a for the promotion of Chrilt’s kingdom, in 


¥ 


i | 
4 


fupport of an accomplifhed man who fhould on 
hans deliver lectures on religion. They were'men 
gathered out of the world by the preaching of the Crofs, and _— 


though it were from “ envy ;” and may teach us to rejoice in — 
thie fame ting though it be in the moft corrupt communities, 
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3 
- concern of the minifters or elders only: the body of the people 
_ were interefted in all that was done, and according to their 
feveral’ abilities and ftations took part in it.—Neither were 
they affemblies of heady, high-minded, contentious people, 
meeting together to argue on points of doctrine or difcipline, 
and converting the worfhip of God into fcenes of ftrife. They 
fpake the truth; but it was in love: they obferved difcipline; 
but, like an army of chofen men, it was that they might attack — 
_ the kingdom of Satan to greater advantage, sig 
Happy were it for our churches if we could cometoaclofer . 
imitation of this model. God has gracioufly heard our prayers, — 
and fu¢cceeded the labours of our brethren in a diftant country, 
and fome of the churches in this land, and in our own imme- 
_ diate connexion, have experienced fome happy revivals : but 
this inftead of rendering us negligent of further means, fhould . 
furnifh us with encouragement to prefs forward. ae 
We truft it is our tincere defire as minifters to be more 
intent upon our work: but allow us to afk for your AssisT- 
ANCE. Nehemiah, zealous as he was, could not have built 
the wall if the people had not had a mind to work. Nor could 
Ezra have reformed the abufes among the people if nobody had — 
ftood with him. But in his cafe the elders, when convinced of 
the neceflity of the meafure, offered themfelves willingly to 
aft him. ‘“ Arife, faid they, for this matter belongeth unto 
thee: we alfo will-be with thee: be of good courage and do 
it.” Such is the afiftance, brethren, which we folicit at your 


We might enumerate the different ways in which deve affift- 
ance in promoting the intereft of Chrift is needed. We might 
afk for your prayers, your early attendance, your counfels, your 
contributions, and your examples: but what we have to offer 
will arife from a review of the different branches of our own 
| In the difcharge of our work we have to do with four 
defcriptions of people, and in dealing with each we ftand in 
need of your affiftance: namely, ferious and humble chriftians 
—diforderly walkers—perfons under concern about falvation— 
_and perfons manifeftly unconverted. 
Firft: It may be fuppofed that in every church of Chrift 
_ there will be a! confiderable proportion of ferious and bumble 
_ \chriflians, Our work in refpe& of them is to feed them with 
the wholefome dodtrine of the word,’ and to teach them the 
mind of Chrift in all things. The affittance which we alk of 
you, brethren, in this part of our miniftry is, that you would 
not only pray ee us, but be free to impart to us the ftate of 
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| —«&our minds, and whether our labours be edifying to you, or 
not fo much by a fyftematical ftatement and defence 
chriftian, doctrines that believers are edified, as by thofe 
| | doGtrines being applied to their refpective cafes. This isthe 
ee wi in which they are ordinarily introduced in the fcriptures, _ 
||  °  @fd in which they become “ words in due feafon.” Lut we | 
well preach to the cales of people uniefs we know 
_-them.—Add to this: The interef# which you difcover in the 
| things of God has a more than ordinary influence on our mings 


| in the delivery of them. You cannot conceive the difference 
| | between addrefling a people full of tender and. affectionate 
7 attention, whole fouls appear in their eyes, and anfwer, as it 
ae were, to the word of God; and preaching to thofe who are 


either half pfleep, or their thoughts manifeftly occupied by 
: _ @ther things, By looking at the one our hearts have expanded — 


like the flowers before the morning fun: thoughts have oc- 

|  GUrred, and fenfations been kindled, which the iabours of 

| a ftudy could never have furnifbed. But by obierving the other 4 
Apirics ate contracted like the flowers by the damps of the 
Evening 5 and thoughts which were interefting when alone 

have feemed to die as they proceeded from our Jips. 

| at will tend not a little to increafe your interett in hearing 

you yourlelves on other occafions to reading and 
| ' reflexion. _ If you attend to the things of God only or chiely | 

While hearing us, we shall preach to you under great difadvan- 

| tage. The @poitle complained of many things being hard to 

{ Be uttered, awing to the Hebrews being dull of hearing; and 
‘that for the time when they ought to have been teachers, they 

| need that one fhould teach them again which were the 
‘Sirf principles of the oracles of God. Thinking hearers give 

facility to reaching, even upon the molt difhcuit fubjects; 
while thofe whofe minds are feldom occupied at other times 
_ can fcarcely underitand the moft eafy and familiar truths. | 


Secondly: iin every church we muft expect a greater or 
lefs proportion of aifacderly walkers. Our work in relpech of 
_ them is to warn, admenilh, and if poffible to reclaim them; or 
_ Af_that cannot be, to feparare them, left the little leaven fhould 
- deaven the whole lump. But in thefe cales more than in many 
ethers we ie in need of your afliitance. — Ic is not miniiters 
only, but all who are fpiritual,” that the apoltle addrefles on 
this fobject;: and {piritual characters may always expect em- 
ployment in jreitorwg others in the fpirit of meeckneis. It is 
great impprtance tothe well-being of a church that meq 
are not wauting who will watch over one another in love, a 
the hilt fyinptoms ct decleation, heal 
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differences at an carly, nip in the 
By. fuch nteans there ill be but few things of a difagreeable. 
which will require either the cenfures of the church, or 
the interference of the paftor, 
There will be inftances, however, i in which both the paftor. 
| and the church muft interfere; and here it is of the utmoft. 
eonfegence that they each preferve aright fpirit, and aé& in. 
 eoncert, There. are two errors in particular into which indi- . 
- viduals have frequently fallen in thefe matters, One is, a harfh , 
and unfeeling conduét towards the offender, tending only to. 
_ provoke his nofensments or to drive him to defpair: the other . 
fs that of fiding with him, apologizing for him, and carrying » 
it fo familiarly towards him in private as to induce him to | 
_ think others who reprove him his enemies. Beware, brethren, | 
of both thefe extremes, which, inftead of affifting us in our. 
| work, is doing the utmoft to counteract us. We may almoft 
>a well give over difcipline as not to act in concert. It was 
on this principle that the apoftle enjoined it on the Corinthians - 


} : not to keep company if any man that is called a brother be a 


: ‘fornicator, or covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunk 
_ ard, or an extortioner ; with fuch an one, not to eat. 


come thofe unlovely partialities which are too often found in: 
individuals towards their relations, or favourites. .We have. 
feen and heard of diforderly walkers whofe connexions in a . 
church have been fo extenfive that when they fhould have been 

_cenfured or admenifhed, either a ftrong oppofition was railed 
‘in their favour, or at leaft a confiderable number have chofen . 
to ftand neuter, and fo to leave the officers of the church to act 
ina manner alone, It is glorious to fee a people in fuch cafes 


_ thren, nor know his own children; but obferved God’s word, . 
and kept his covenant!” 

Itis often extremely difficult for a paftor to 20 with, 
fuch matters without injury to his character and miniftry. He 
being by his office obliged xo take the lead, becomes the prin- . 
cipal object of refentment; and every idle tory i is raked up by . 
the party and his adherents which may wound his ‘reputation, — 


_cumftances his brethren ftand by him, he will diftegard the . 
death to him. Should fuch a condué iflue in his removal, wit. 


is no more than might be expected. _ 
Thirdly >. In every church of Chrift it may be expéfted:. 


A 


Your affiftance is particularly neceflary to refift and over. . 


| acting the part of Levi, who “ did not acknowledge his bre- , 


. and impute his conduét to fulpicious motives. If in fuch cit-_ 


- flander of his enemies: but if they be indifferent, ic will be . 
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A This may be the cafe much moré at fome periods than at 
others; but we may prefume from the promife of God to be 


With his feryanits, ‘that the word of truth fhal! not be-any 


of ‘time without effeét.’ Our work in this cafe isto 


cherith conviction, and to dire& the mind to the gofpel remedy. | 


none but the minifter to give them information, things muft 


_ below indeed. Tt might be expected that there fhould be as 


many perfons capable of giving direction this fubjec 


' there are ferious chriftians; for who that has obtained mércy _ 
by believing ‘in’ Jefus'can be at a Jofs to recommend him 
another? It is matter of fact, however, that though,-as 
_ Cafes of bodily difeafe. advifers are feldom wanting ; yet, either 
for want of being fufficiently interefted in the matter, or fufi- — 

ciently fkilful in the word of. 

_ Omparatively, whofe advice is of any value. And this we ap- 
to be one great caufe of decienfion in many churches. 
Were we writing on minifterial defe&ts, we fhould not fcrupie 

to acknowledge that much of the preaching of the prefent day _ 

is fubject to the fame cenfure: but in the prefent inftance we 
_ mult be allowed to fuppofe ourfelves employed in teaching the 
_ good and thé right way, and to folicit your affiftance in the 
work. When the apottie | 

_ the time, “they ought to have been teachers,” he does not 

Mean that they ought all to have been minifters ; but able to 
~ Inftract any inquirer in the great principles of the gofpel. 


righteoufnefs, there are ‘but’ few, | 


tells the Hebrews that coniidering 


‘Tehas beet already intimated that to give advice to a perfon 


under concern about falvation, ‘it is neceflary in the firft place 

_ that he be intgrefied ‘on his behalf, and treat him in a free and 

affe&tionate manner. Some members of churches act as if'they 

 theught fuch ‘things did not concern them, and'as if their whole 

duty confifted in fending the party to’ the minifter. A ‘church 

. €ompofed of fuch’ characters may be opulent arid refpectable ; 

but the fiefs nothing inviting or winning to an awakened 
mind. To chetifh conviction, and give aright direction to 


futh a mind, ‘we muft be free and affectionate. When a finner 


_ begins to think of his condition, foch queftions as the following © 
‘will often crofs his mind : Was there ever fuch a cafe as mine > 
_ before?* ‘Are there any people in the world who have been © 
what [ am, and who are now in ghe way to eternal life? If 
_ there be, who ate they? But if while he is thinking what he 

mult do to be faved, he neither fees nor hears any thing amongft 
_ you which renders it probable that fuch was ever your con- 
if, as foon as a fermon is ended, he fees mé@rely an ex- - 
@hange of civilities, and om leaving the place oblérves that ai] 
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will do thee 


Views o 


the congregation immediately fall into, converfation about, 
worldly things, what can he think? He muft either think 
there is nothing in religion, or if there be, that he muft feek: 
eHewhere for it. ‘The voice of a chriftian church to’ thofe’ 
who attend upon their miniftry fhould be that of Mofes to. 


_ Hobab, “ We are journeying to the place of which the Lord’ 


hath faid, I will give it you. Come'thou with us, and we. 
good: for the Lord hath fpoken good concerning 


eile oF great confequence to the well-being of a church: 


that there be perfons in particular in it who are acceffible to. 


characters of this defcription, and who fhall take pleafure in 


_ introducing themfelves to them. Barnabas, who by a tender 


and affectionate ‘pirit, was peculiarly fitted for this employ- 


_ ment,’ was acquainted with Saul while the other difciples were- 
afraid of him. | It was he that introduced him to the apoitles, 


and declared unto them how he had feen the Lord in the cris 
and that he had fpoken to him, and how he fad preached boldly 


Demafcus in the name of 


“Affetion, however, is not the only ‘qualification for this’ 


work: it requires that you be /Rilful in the word of righteoufmeft 


elfe you will adminifter falfe confolation, and may be mitru- 


mental in deftroying inftead6f faving fouls. Not that it re- 


quires dny extraordinary talents to give advice in fuch ‘cafes:" 
the arifes principally from’ inattention and erroneous 
_ Tf, brethren, you would affift us in this delightful work, 


allow us to caution you againft one prevailing’ error, and”. 


to’ recommend one important rule. The error to which we. 


allude is, TakINnG FOR GRANTED THAT THE PARTY 
HAS DOUBTS AS TO THE GOSPEL WAY OF SALVATIOP, 


AND NO UNWILLINGNESS TO BE SAVED BY IT, PROVIDED 
GOD WERE BUT WILLING TO SAVE HIM. Sueh are pro- 


bably his thoughts of himfelf; and the only queftion with him 


is, whether he have an interef# in Chrift and {piritual biefiings ? 
Hence he is employed in fearching for fomething in his reli-— 
gious experience which may amount to an evidence of his Con-— 


-verfion’; and in talking with you'he expe&ts you to afift him 


in the fearch.' But do not you take this account of things as 
being the true one : it is founded in felf-deception. If he under- 
ftood and believed the gofpel way of falvation he would know ~ 


that God was willing to fave fitner who is willing to 


be faved by it, A willingnefs to relinquith every falle cou- 


fidence, every claim of preference beforé the mott angodly 


character, and every ground of hope fave that which Gov hath " 
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laid in the goipet is all that is wanting. . Ir he have this, there 
18 nothing in heaven or in earth in the way of his falvation, — 
In converling with fuch a character we thould imprefs this 


truth upon him, afluring him that if he be ftraitened, ic is not. 


in God, but in his own bowels; that the doubts which he 
entertains of the wiilingnels of God, efpecially on accountof 


his finfulnefs ynd unworthinefs, are no other than the work- . 
ings of a feif-righteous oppolition to the gofpel, (as they im-— 


ply an opinion chat if he were Jefs finful, and more worthy, 


God might be induced to fave him) and that if he be not faved, 
it will be owing to his thus continuing, to. ftumble at the © 

Tnftead of allowing him to believe the gofpel, 
and to be willing to be faved in the golpel way, while yet his — 
very moans beiray the contrary, we fhould labour to perfuade 


ftumbling ftone. 


him that he does nut yet underftand the deceit of his own 
heart; that if be were willing to come to Chrift for life, there | 
is no doubt of his being accepted; in fhort, that whenever he | 
is brought to be of this mind, he will not only afk after the 


2 way, but walk in it, aad will afluredly find reft unta his 


~The rule we recommend is this: Point THEM DIRECTLY | 


T2 THE sAViouR. It may be thought that no chriftian can 
mifunderftand or mifapply this important direction, which is 


every where taught in the new teltament. Yet if you ftecr 
not Clear of the above errer you will be unable to keep to it. 


So long as you admit the obftruction to believing in Chrift to 


Confit in fomething diftin& from difaffection to the gofpel way 
_ Of falvation, it will be next to impoffible for you to exhort a 
finner to it in the language of the new teftament. For how | 
can you exhort a man to that which you think he defires with © 
all his heart to comply with, but cannot? You muft feel that _ 
fuch exhortations would be tantalizing and infulting him. — 


You may td conceive of him .as ignorant, and as fuch 
labour to inftruét him: but your feelings will not fuffer you to 


If you point the awakened finner directly to the Saviour, 


after the manner of the new teftament, you will not be em- 
ing him to analyle the diftr@fics*of his mind, 


exhort him to any thing in which he is involuntary. Hence — 
— you will content yourfelves with directing him to wait at the 
_ pool of ordinances, and it may be to pray for grace to enable 
him to repent and believe, encouraging him to hope for a 
happy iflue in God’s due time. ‘But this is mot pointing she finmer 
ta Chrifi; On the contrary, it is furnifhing him with 
_ a reiting place thort of him, and giving him to imagine, that 
_ duties performed while in unbelief are pleafing to God. | 
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and adminiftering confolation to him from the hope that they 
may contain fome of the ingredients of true converfion, or at 


Jealt the figns that he will be converted. Neither will you 
confider diftrefs as afcertaining a happy iflue, any otherwile than 
as it leads to Chrift. If the quettion were, Do I believe in 

Jefus for falvation? then indeed you muft inquire what effects 
have been produced? but it is very different where the inquiry 
is, What thall we do; or what mutt I do to be faved? The 
murderers of Chrift were diftreffed : but Peter did not attempt 
to comfort them by alleging tbat this was a hopeful fign of — 
their converfion,’ or by any way directing their attention to 
what was within them, On the contrary, he exhibited the 
Saviour, and exhorted them to repent and be baptized in his 
name. The fame may be faid of the Philippian jailor, He 
was in great diftrefs, yet no comfort was adminiftered to him 
- trom this quarter, nor any other, except the falvation of Chrift, 
Him Paul and Silas exhibited, and in him directly exhorted him 
to believe. “The promife of reft is not made to the weary 
and heavy laden, but to thofe who come te Cbriff under their 

‘Once more: If you keep to this rule, though you will labour 
_ to make the finner /enfible of his fin, as till this is the cale he 
will never come to the Saviour; yet you will be far from 
holding up this his fenfibility as offording any warrant, quali- 
fication, or title, to believe in him, which he did not poflefs 
before. The gofpel itielf is the warrant, and not any thing in 
the ftate of the mind ; though till the mind is made tenfible of 
_ the evil of fin, it will never comply witht. a 
Fourthly: There is in all congregations and neighbourhoods — 


a confiderable number of people who are living in their fins, and 


in a ftate of unconcernednefs about falvations Out work in re- 
{pet of them is, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, to declare unto them their true charatter, to exhibit 
the Saviour as the only refuge, and to warn them to flee to 
him from the wrath to come, In this, alio there are various: 
ways in which you may greatly affift us, If as heads of fami- 
ies you were to inquire of your children and fervants what they 
have heard and noticed on the Lord’s day, you would often 
hind occalion to the impreffions made by our Jabours.-—— 
Jt is alfo of great confequence to be endued -with that wildom 
trom above which dictates a word in feafon to men in our orgt~ 
nary concerns with them. Var be it from us.to recommend the — 
fuliome practice of fome profeflors, whoare fo full of what they 
call. religion as to introduce it on occafions, and that molt 
otteniive manner. Yet there is of dropping a hint to 
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_ good purpofe. It is adm 


! irable to obferve the eafy and inoftenfive 
- Manner in which a patriarch introduced fome of the moft im- 
' portant truths to a heathen prince, merely in anfwer to the 
~“queltion, How old art thou? “ The days of the years of my 
a pigrnege ee) are an hundred and thirty: few and evil 
Rave the days of the years of my life been, and have not attain- 
ed unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers, in the 
“days of their pilgrimage.” ‘This was infinuating to Pharaoh 
that he and his fathers before him were ftrangers and pilgrims 
_ “Upon the eafth—that their portion was not in this world, but 
‘In another—-that the life of man, though it extended to an 
hundred and thirty years, was but a few days—that thofe few 
‘ays were mixed with evil: ail which, if the king refleCted on 
it, would teach him to fet light by the earthly glory with which — 
he was loadé¢d, and to feek a crown which fadeth not away. — 
_--- You are a¢quainted with many who do not attend the preach- 
ing of the word. If by inviting them to go with you an indi- 
vidual only fhould be caught, as we fay, in the gofpel net, you 
would fave 4 foul from death. Such examples have frequently 
occurred. It is an eftablifhed law in the divine adminittration 
that men both in good and evil fhould in a very great degree | 
draw and be drawn by each other. The ordinary way in which 
the knowledge of God is fpread in the world is, by every man 
_ faying to his neighbour and to his brother, Know the Lord. 
eis a charagter of gofpel times that * Many nations fhall come 
and fay, Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to_ 
_ ‘the houfe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his 
‘Ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion fhall 
go forth the daw, and the word of the Lord from Jerufalem.” 
Add to this, by vifiting your neighbours under affliction you 
_ ‘would be furnifhed with many an opportunity of converting 
‘with them to advantage. Men’s confciences are commonly 
_ @wake at fuch feafons, whatever they have been at others. Ic 
iS as the mouth to the wild afs, in which they that feek her 
Finally: Enable us to ufe ftrong language when recom-— 
_ Mending the pofpel by its holy and happy effects. Unbelievers 
conftantiy object to the doGrine of grace as liceatious; and if 
they can refer'to your unworthy conduct, they will be con- 
 fitmed, and we thall find it impoffible to vindicate the truth of | 
* God without! difowning fuch conduG, and it may be you 
_ -@M account of it: but if we can appeal to the upright, the tem- 
 perate, the peaceable, the benevolent, the holy lives, of thofe 
_ a@monz whont we labour, it will be of more weight than a — 
‘reafonings, and have a greater influence on the con- 
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from Acts xi. 23. When he (Barnabas) came, and had seen 


A congregation compofed of kind and 
rous mafters, diligent and faithful fervants, affeétionate huf- 


bands and obedient wives, tender parents, dutiful children, and! 


loyal fubjects, will be to a minifter what children of che youth 
are faid to be to a parent, * As arrows in the hahd of a mighty” 
man—Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: 
they thall not be afhamed, but they fhalt {peak with the 
“mies. in the gate.” 

: Thefe, brethren, are fome of the principal ways in i which we 
affectionately folicit your affiftance in promoting the intereft of — 
Chrift. In doing this we virtually pledge ourlelves to be 
ready on all occations to engage in it. We feel the weight of _ 

this implication. Let each have the others prayers that we — 
may bath be affifted from above, without which all the affift- 
ance we can render each other will be unavailing, 

_ We remain in the bonds of the gofpel, your MeStionate 
brethren, | 


Signed on behalf of the Affociation, by | 


ROBERT MILLS, 


B REVI ATES. 


Tuesday evening vi. Brother Cave, minister of the place, opened 
the meeting by prayer. Brother Mills of Sheepshead was chosen 
Moderator. Letters from the churches were read, and their con- 
tents minuted. Two Letters of request for admission to the Associ- 
ation from the newly-formed churches at Bugbrook, Northampton- 
shire, and. Ivinghoe, Bucks, were referred to the meeting on chum 
day morning. Brother Nicholls closed with prayer. 
Wednesday. morning vi. Met for prayer. Brethren Berridge, 
Hall, Daniel, Wheeler. Douglas, and Fletcher, weve engaged. 
half-past x. Brother Crapps prayed. Brother Morris 
preached from 2 Thess. iii. 5. ‘The Lord direct your hearts into the 
love of Cod. Brother Jarman prayed. Brother Blundel preached 
from John xvii. 13. And now come I to thee, and these hinge I speak 
in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themeetves. ls? 
ther Fletcher closed in prayer. 

— evening vi. Brother Heighton pried Brother Fuller 


the grace of God, he was glad, and exhorted them all that with purpose 
of heart they would ¢leave unto the Lord, Brother Snel eeanen 


in prayer. | 
After the evening service, the Circular Letter, drawn »P ” bro- 
ther was read, and 
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